CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for enabling the sending of messages to a recipient via 
any of a number of messaging systems of different types, the method comprising: 

storing addresses for said recipient; 

receiving a recipient choice indicating said r e cipi e nt choosing at least one of the stored 
addresses as a preferred address for communication with said recipient; 

receiving recipient availability information from said messaging systems; 

interpreting said recipient availability information so as to determine in which of said 
messaging systems said recipient is currently available, wherein said recipient is considered to 
be available in at least said messaging system associated with said preferred address; 

receiving an originator input including an identification of said recipient, wherein said 
originator input further includes a message; 

identifying at least the messaging system associated with the preferred address; 

after identifying at least said messaging system, sending said message from a user 
device of said originator to said recipient via at least said messaging system associated with 
said preferred address; and 

receiving a recipient selection indicating said r e cipi e nt s e l e cting a different at least one 
of the stored addresses as a new preferred address for communication with said recipient. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein one of said 
messaging systems is a cellular mobile system and said recipient availability information includes an 
indication of whether a mobile unit of said recipient is available or not. 



2 



Serial No. 09/827,105 



3 . (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said indication of whether said 
mobile unit of said recipient is available or not is an indication of whether said mobile unit of said 
recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system or not, further comprising: 

determining that said mobile unit of said recipient is available if said mobile unit of said 
recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system; and 

determining that said mobile unit of said recipient is not available otherwise. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein said indication of 
whether said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system or not corresponds 
to a recipient attachment status in is r e c e iv e d from a Home Location Register in said cellular mobile 
system. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein said indication of 
whether said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system or not corresponds 
to a attachment status in is r e c e iv e d from a Visitor Location Register in said cellular mobile system. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
sending a Short Message Service message to said mobile unit of said recipient via a 

Short Message Service Center in said cellular mobile system; 

determining that said mobile unit of said recipient is available if an acknowledgement 
is received from the Short Message Service Center within a time limit; and 

determining that said mobile unit of said recipient is not available otherwise. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
choosing a second address among said stored addresses, which second address is 

associated with a messaging system in which said recipient is currently available; and 

sending said message to said recipient via the messaging system associated with said 
second address. 
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9. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said originator input is received 
as a voice input, further comprising converting said voice input to text. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, further comprising: 
determining the type of message, text or voice, used in the messaging system 

associated with said second address; and 

sending said message as said determined type of message to said recipient via the 
messaging system associated with said second address. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the messaging 
system associated with said second address is a cellular mobile system, said second address is a 
mobile phone number of a mobile unit of said recipient, and the message is sent as a Short Message 
Service message via said cellular mobile system. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the messaging 
system associated with said second address is an e-mail system, said second address is an e-mail 
address of said recipient, and the message is sent as an e-mail via said e-mail system. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 10, further comprising: 
receiving a reply message from said recipient as said determined type of message via 

the messaging system associated with said second address; and 

converting said reply message to voice if said reply message is a text message. 
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1 4 . (Currently Amended) A system for enabling the sending of messages to a recipient via 
any of a number of messaging systems of different types, comprising: 

first interface means connected to said messaging systems; 

second interface means for receiving an originator input including an identification of 
said recipient, said originator input further including a message; 

third interface means for receiving recipient availability information from said 
messaging systems; 

memory means for storing addresses for said recipient, at least one address being 
selectively identified by said recipient as a preferred address for communication with said 
recipient; 

first processing means for choosing at least said preferred address of the stored 
addresses, and for identifying at least the messaging system associated to the preferred 
address; and 

second processing means for interpreting said recipient availability information so as 
to determine in which of said messaging systems said recipient is currently available, wherein 
said recipient is considered to be available in at least said messaging system associated with 
said preferred address; 

wherein said first processing means are operatively connected to said second 
processing means, and said first interface means are arranged to send said message to said 
recipient via at least said messaging system associated with said preferred address, said 
message being sent from a user device of said originator after first processing means identifies 
at least said messaging system, and wherein the system is configured such that said recipient 
can initially choose at least one of the stored addresses to be the preferred address and can 
subsequently change the preferred address by choosing a different at least one of the stored 
addresses to be a new preferred address. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21, wherein one of said 
messaging systems is a cellular mobile system and said third interface means are arranged to receive 
recipient availability information including an indication of whether a mobile unit of said recipient is 
available or not. 
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16. (Original) The system according to claim 15, wherein said third interface means are 
arranged to receive said indication of whether said mobile unit of said recipient is available or not as 
an indication of whether said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system or 
not, and said second processing means are arranged to determine that said mobile unit of said 
recipient is available if said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said cellular mobile system and 
to determine that said mobile unit of said recipient is not available otherwise. 

17. (Original) The system according to claim 16, wherein said third interface means are 
arranged to receive said indication of whether said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said 
cellular mobile system or not from a Home Location Register in said cellular mobile system. 

18. (Original) The system according to claim 16, wherein said third interface means are 
arranged to receive said indication of whether said mobile unit of said recipient is attached to said 
cellular mobile system or not from a Visitor Location Register in said cellular mobile system. 

1 9 . (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 2 1 , wherein said third interface 
means are further arranged to send a Short Message Service message to said mobile unit of said 
recipient via a Short Message Service Center in said cellular mobile system, and said second 
processing means are arranged to determine that said mobile unit of said recipient is available if an 
acknowledgement is received from the Short Message Service Center within a time limit and to 
determine that said mobile unit of said recipient is not available otherwise. 

20. (Cancelled). 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1 4, wherein said first processing 
means are arranged to choose a second address among said addresses associated with said messaging 
systems in which said recipient is currently available and said first interface means are arranged to 
send said message to said recipient via the messaging system associated with said second address. 
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22 . (Previously Presented) The system according claim 2 1 , wherein said second interface 
means are arranged to receive said originator input as a text message, further comprising: 

fourth interface means for receiving said originator input as a voice input; and 
converting means for converting said voice input to text, said converting means being 
connected to said second and said fourth interface means. 

23 . (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 22, wherein said first processing 
means are further arranged to determine the type of message, text or voice, used in the messaging 
system associated with said second address, and said first interface means are arranged to send said 
message as the determined type of message to said recipient via the messaging system associated with 
said second address. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21, wherein the messaging 
system associated with said second address is a cellular mobile system, said second address is a 
mobile phone number of a mobile unit of said recipient, and said first interface means are further 
arranged to send said message as a Short Message Service message via said cellular mobile system. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21, wherein the messaging 
system associated with said second address is an e-mail system, said second address is an e-mail 
address of said recipient, and said first interface means are further arranged to send the message as an 
e-mail via said e-mail system. 

26-27. (Cancelled). 

28 . (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 24, wherein said first interface 
means are further arranged to receive a reply message from said recipient via one of said messaging 
system, and said converting means are further arranged to convert said reply message to voice if said 
reply message is a text message. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

storing addresses for a recipient; 

receiving a recipient selection o f said r e cipi e nt s e l e cting at least one of the stored 
addresses as a preferred address for communication with said recipient; 

receiving recipient availability information from said messaging systems; and 

interpreting said recipient availability information so as to determine in which of said 
messaging systems said recipient is currently available, wherein said recipient is considered to 
be available in at least said messaging system associated with said preferred address; 

receiving an originator input including an identification of said recipient, wherein said 
originator input further includes a message; 

identifying at least the messaging system associated with the preferred address; 

after identifying at least said messaging system, sending said message from a user 
device of said originator to said recipient via at least said messaging system associated with 
said preferred address; and 

receiving a recipient selection o f said r e cipi e nt s e l e cting a different at least one of the 
stored addresses as a new preferred address for communication with said recipient. 

30. (Cancelled) 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium according to claim 29 having 
further computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

choosing a second address among said stored addresses, which second address is 
associated with a messaging system in which said recipient is currently available; and 

sending said message to said recipient via the messaging system associated with the 
second address. 

3 2 . (New) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said receiving a recipient selection of at 
least one of the stored addresses as a preferred address comprises receiving a selected address that is 
unique to a particular user device of said recipient. 
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